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REMARKS 

The Applicants appreciate the Examiner's thorough examination of the subject 
application and request reconsideration of the subject application based on the following 
remarks. 

Claims 1 and 13 have been amended. Support for the amendments may be found through 
out the specification as filed. In particular, support for claim 1 may be found in paragraph "d)" 
on page 12. No new matter has been added by th^ ol^tm amendincnts. 

Claim 13 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being allegedly 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 13 has been amended to correct the typographical error pointed out by the 
Examiner. Thus, the claims are fully compliant with all of the requirements of 35 U.S.C. §112, 
including the requirements of §1 12, second paragraph. Applicants respectfully request that the 
rejection be withdrawn. 

Claim Iwas rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being allegedly anticipated by Ju Young 
Lee (7. Chem. Soc. Perkins Trans. 7, 1998, 359-365). The rejection is traversed. 

The office action notes that the specification provides at page 12 that, "side chain of 
amino acids represents the side groups which arc attached to the chiral carbon of 20 natural 
amino acids." 

Applicants note that the quoted language provides for amino acid side chain groups 
which are attached to a chiral carbon of an amino acid. As is well known in the art carbon 
atoms bearing two identical groups such as the methylene group of glycine are not chiral. Tlius 
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the language of claim 1 excludes those compounds in which is hydrogen (e.g., the amino acid 
side chain of glycine). 

However, in the interest of advancing prosecution, claim 1 has been amended to more 
particularly point out the subject matter of the invention. Thus, claim 1, as amended, provides 
that is a non-hydrogen side chain of an amino acid. Applicants respectfully submit that the 
scope of the claimed invention has not changed as a result of the present invention for at least the 
reasons discussed herein. 

Leo fails lo disclose or suggest ccmpounds m which is not hydrogen. Thus, claim 1 is 
patentable over Lee. Claims 2-12 depend from claim 1 and are therefore also patentable over 
Lee. 

Early consideration and allowance of the application are earnestly solicited. 



July lip . 2003 



Respectfully submitted, 



Slshfi B. Alexander. Ph.D. (Reg. No. 48,399) 
Edwards & Angell, LLP 
P.O. Box 9169 
Boston, MA 02209 
Tel: 617-517-5557 
Fax: 617-439^170 
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